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WATER ENVIEONMENT & TECHMNOLOMGEY

Ops Challenge Win for TRACHEWSERS

_ Texans Triumph in I]iuisigps | &Il ;*
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The TRA CRoWSars from the Water Environment Association of Texas successtully
defended their Division | title In at WEFTEC® 08 In Dallas. The CReWSaors also took flrst
place in the Safety Event, plctured hers.




thit running too fast leads 1o

penalties that eat away at the ']IH
team durlng the event, which | hc
can bead fo more penalties and ik
shower times. T”'
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T win e Dinision B tithe, the i
e [irat time competitors, the San SA
¥ Amtombn Power SAWS eamulated s
o the CHReWSers' penaliy-iree yao
E slrategy
L “A clean run that's a little L
During thelr first trip to Operations Challenge at WEFTEC, the San  bit shower ks bettor than a last .
Antonio Power SAWS from the Water Environment Association of run with a lot of problems,” said
Texas clalmed first place in Division |1 The team incledes Andrew team captaln Andrew MeBride, m

MeBride, Gilbarto Aguilar, Corl Kmger, Roland Gutisrres, snd

sk Frad Witias _I-Ir.-‘ll'”:'l'."'l.'ﬂ.'[.iﬂl'ﬂl 5 ghoing o cxumie %
sppeeedd, but i you're [ull of errors,

Tesurn RS, froem the Vinginia Water Environment then you're just golng o have problems.” Ee
Association (WEA) won second place in Division The SAWS won & first- and third-place finish az well (
I The Commade Commandos from the Rocky  as three sbah-place finkshes (o resl in the competition e
Mowntain WEA placed third. crvesralil, “Woul dion't hianee to win first @ everyghing bin i

ok hanve o e really consistent.” MeBride said, o
Clean Training “Wee'ne exceptionally plessied [about winning ) with

With the home team advantage, the CReWSers this betng our first year al nationads,” said McBride b
wiere able bo practice dght up until e event withost.  The Power SAWS are McBrice, Gilberto Aguilar, Carl h
wOITyIng about ravel. Throughout August, the team Kireeger, Roland Gutierrez, and coach Fred Wintes P
schaeduled 2-hour practios sessions 1 days per week, The mational competiion was only the second 1:'
Burrow sald. The week before the competition was — time these four team members have competed H
dedicated seleby to traning and practioe together, he said. This team itsell was formed |usl i

Ini thee past tiwn competitions. the CREWSers have 3 yeaArs ago.
changed their stratesy fmom nmning as kst as possible “We had a new member come in right before "
T rumnning with & bew penaliies as possible, the state eampetition, fght at the beginning of the

“This vesr we'ne going to go in, just ke we did — year,” MeBride said, “He's really boen able (o slep "
iast year, andl just try to relax and try to make a2 up and mose inte the position and fulfil the soles |
clean of & run as we can,” Burmow sakd, He explalined Lhat we meesled " b
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A for training, the team actually did mot s
a great numiber ol marElsairs practicing togeliver
\icBride sald, Esch of the members studied anid
prepared on his own until the month befone the
cxumetition. “In the last month Or 50, we Wer: alye
1o plck it up and really hit it han 1" b sakl

McBricle added that the San Antonio managemesit
and ‘coworkers have been very supportine o the
SAWS team. “lf you don't have the equipment to
practice on and you don't have the trme foe praciioe,
s re ot going to be suecessiul” he sakd,

The Dallas Aqua Techs placed second in Livision
1l, and Spotsyivania Symeny eamed the thir place
Gt

The Spoils of Competition

Operations Challenge helps all of the
competitors grow personally and professionally,
said Bhonda Harris, president of Fro-Uips inc.
(Dallas), an gperational and management
consulting firm, Harris has been invobeed with
every national Dperations Challenge since the
commpetition’s inception n 1958,

“This is such a great allirmation of the
usefulness and the ability of this organizatkon to
really prowicle crossdraining and promote opeerator
prodessionalism and highlight the professionalisom
o the people who work in the fleld and In the
facilities,” Harris sakd, “To me, tlsak's the highlight
af this whale competition.”

Water Erndironment Pederation [Alexandria, Wi
President Mohamed Dahab eihoed that stabement;
=Wt can't really say enough about the valae ol safety
and thse value of training, and this is all abaotut dolng
ithe jods thie best way you can arwd Al the same tlme
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The Commode Commandos from the Rochky
Moumtaln Water Environmaent Assockation won thind
place in Division | at the 19th Annual Operations
Challenge in Dallas. The Commamntios are Caleb
Vannice, Brian Pritekel, Chong Woo, pngl Stacey
Walker (not pletured).

Looking Ahead

Mext year, the Power SAWS anwd Agua Techs will
move up to the Division | competitson 1o join the
CReWSers,

McBride said to be competitive in Division 1, the
Power SAWS will need to ensure that they n i cleany
Wi re going Lo basve bo ratetet Bt uj) o another lemped”
e said.

1 think 1t will be very interesting 1o have threc
Tenens teams in Division L McBridee said.
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Evant Coordinator: Richand Leger, City of Henderson {Mend
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Biidgepart. M

Event Coordinstor: Gy Farmes, Autesash LalromE, Gole)

Trophy provided by Brwn Gassler, Godwin PUEmREs,
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Teams Embrace New Lab Event

Tearms
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“It's s muech better a2 8 team event,” nl“h Mm
Warren said. Team HRSD includes
Warren, Eric Washbon, Erin Girardi, and FLATINUM LEVEL
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in better with the rest of Operations Challenge
Teams had to perform all steps of a BOD analvsis,
inchacling pH determination, blank and seed
correction serles preparations, and dissolved
oxygen meter calibration

Metzler 2aid many people helped her get the
new event ready, Specifically Metzler mentioned
Laora Ann Baad from HESL, whio helped Mitzler
deskgn the event and worked onsite to ensure
that things ran smoothly. 1 can't do this withoat
her,” Metzler said.

Two changes were made to the svent: at the
pre-competition meeting, First, to resolve the
[zsue of the stability of dissolved oxygen meters,
this teams were required 1o leave probes in each
bottle lor at least 20 seconds. Second, the pH of
the samples did not meet method requirements
because of the avallability of bulfer solutions.
For the event, a pH & buffer was used, and the
sample readings had to fall between T amd 4,
These changes were improvements, Metzler
gald,

The THA CReWSers were a little uneasy about
the lab event after the changes macde at the pre-

0 3 The Aguas Bonaerenses from Reglon 3 of
competition meeting, said Dale Burrow, caplain — yng inter.American Assoclation of Sanltary
of the CReWSers. Rut after an evening spent  and Environmental Englineering traveled from
reviewlng the changes and the cvent pverall, he  Agentina to Dallas to compete.

Remembering the G-man

Thie year's Operations Challenge was the first without George, Gregony, From the first competi-
Gon in LSR8, he was atavays an inegral part of the action, Gregary, wha for 17 years coached 1he
teams from Hamaton Foads Santation Disiret (HRSD Yirginia Beach, Ya. ) beanss, died in Al

Weshay Warren, caplain, and & team medoar af Teary HASD, previously krown a5 G-Force,
was on Hye beam for 12 ywears with Grogory, &9 his coach. “He's definitely Boen on our minds
here,” Wairen said. Gragary was the "G behind HESD G-Foron. In tribute, this year the teams’
haliseta fentured @ mark to remembsar Gregory, the Geman.

During his fenure as coach,
Gregony spurred his teams 1o
win Tive aational tles and 22
imdbvidual avents, Histeams
finishied Oparptians Challenge
12 tires i the top thres,

Grisgony crgated the first
Operations Challénge team in
Virginia aftor the first naticnal
competiian n Dllas in 15988:

The maxt yonr hig first team
quatifiad to compeleat tha
naticnal competitian i San
Francisco, Mol sven 3 majo

scoytioyed anom P&
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I Divigdon 1L, the Central States WEA Shovelers
took ome the laboratory event trophy. [ The
win| just took us completely by surprise,” said
Wrigley Bynum, a member of the Shovelers,

The Central States WEA encompasses [llinoks,
Wisconsin, and Minnesota. Each of s two
Crperations Challenge teams Includes a nemiber
froom each of the three states. Stalf members
from state award-winning plants and past team
members are eligible for the tepm,

Becawse the team members were located all
over the three states, they only met twice to
practice, Bynum saicl. The team split up the tasks
and practiced them at their home facllitles.

The team includes Bynum from Fox Lake,
i, Charbes LaRocco (captaind from Elmhurst,
ML, Linda Mulben froan Apple Valley, Minn., and
Fedi Smuddie from Green Bay, Wis. Rick Ashling
seryed] as the team’s coach,

1 ohsessed abowt that one [lab] event, and
I think the rest of my teammates did the same
thing,” Bynum said. “There were no guestions, il
just ciume o s

Many teams sald they liked the new design of
the lab event

“I think the event |5 awesome,” sail Ancrew

With 42 teams competing, the 15th annual

Operations Challenge was the largest competition
yurt. Horo the LA, Wrecldng Creve, Dale Dollins., Mark

Meknight, Jeff Valdes, and Paul Johneson, from the
Califomnia Water Emdronment Association wait for

the whistle to begin the Safety Event.

sald, “We leel pretty good mow, so | think we'll
do K- In lact, the CReWSers came in second
in Division L.

McBrlde, captain of the San Antonbo Power 5AW5.
In Dwision I, the SAWS took third place n the
lab event and first place overall. “1 think it's a
great event. ft's a way for everybaody to be dalng
something as a team once again.”

Stepe Spicer iz the editor of Operations Forum

Remembering the G-man e rom o 75

earifguaka could dampen Gregory's competitive streak, The sime sarthqlkake that rattied the
1584 World Serles, knacked out the power i the comention center just as the HRSD team was
ahout to begin (15 Best event. PLTI[ malntenance. To givee his team the best chance |J-l:IE-'E||:I|E' at
v.hnlng;. Ere-g-m.t offered 1o nald & fashiight so they could compete.

Even though year after year the peaple on Gregory's teams changed, his teams were some of
Whe most watched. He always spolted talent in teammales and eosieed they ware prepared men-
tally and physioally. He would come 1o practice and tefl the team that he had been lying in bed at
2 0r 2 aum. thinkeng Up ways to run the svents taster or brim o few seconds, Warren said.

an the ph';'s&cm prenarwmas side, Wafren said one year Gregory used a Tae Bo tape to
suHCise the team. Tae Bo-is anaerhic exercise that is a mixture.af boxing punchas and martial
arts Hicks,

"It Wais & slght " Wismen said. "We had a few lecky people wirlk in on us while we were daing it
and they would quickly turm and keave. I'm sure it wiss (o keep from laughing in front of us."

Gragary '-!-":IH'E&H at HRSD for 42 years: Heretired i 1996 a5 the superintendant of the
Chrsapeake—Elizaheth Wastewater Treatment Planit in Virginia Beach, Va., but continued 1o coach
1he Operations Challenge team until 2005,
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