# . Water Environment Federation

Thet Bificial Poblication ol wars=r=es

WATER ENVERONMENT EEF_

EWSERS

iizxﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ

- Moaks,

WEFTEC.05" wrapup, p. 35
Hurricane recovery, pp. 21, 24, 28, 36
Wet weather management, pp. 52, 58
Clarification, p. 64




GOING
T0 THE

BIG I)!

TRA CReWSers Win Division] °
Operations Challenge Title {




s, e i

ol twe Water Envirmument As:

galll, Thie bearn hies esurnwed secomel e twiee Bl

s Towir Rinness, anwll o FET gl limisti

It Alsere bor so oy years e

azilel =1 thinks Rt s o ol 1hae i b il LDl wae
Jimrl st o — was linaally wi fir

taxi ter Binnislibogg thee final

g provedd thal ol this vear's 15th

Amnral 4 ||Ii.'r.'||il wig Chalbe T 1oy il cunby witimiin 11 1 '|J|

thee Diiwisionn | compeetithon, bt also racking o wn

e ol ils

pusinil headl
sip Uheak wee weoled e that for agaarl
g, saked CReWSers caplain Dake

cluinces of Wik Fro il

"It's ahws e Fspey aanes evenl Lhal has JHIE LIS
#] pliwie, il W b e

penalty [on the sabety cvent] thal was two minates

1w first wihn im Division Hor o Te " Burrow

weere peal pronsd of that

CReWSers are only the secomd team from long. and | was sune that Bt Kk uis ol

g
088 Thee fesun — mesle
Jacoky P

s e s runner-ge

“aldommia or Virginia (o win s

I, Sbese Price, Trw t B it by conee in anel

e b the evend,” hee sald

=, b in with a little

Final Overall Standings
IHivksknm | dbembser Assccintlan
1. THA CHieW Sers
1 Ly mamics
RS0 Blo-Faree
Rk
M Jeray
SRl BTl
PacHic Nort bnaess
A
Membwer Assoacinglan FPolnls
LHIN

i e, 11

L =0 A PRER,
HIRSI) kXt Yirginin
AL

e IOrs

SRS InfercepHnrs

i » Hammers
e Enghand

Hrltish Columbia

Py g b

P YTk

Mew Bl

J160.58]
_II ! : [
0L.12
Tixns ML Y
YirgEian
NMirgenian
Michkgan
Fliiriit

Lih

b Ol
Cenlral Sinles
Pennsylwania
Chesapiake

Ly B

15, Adlen Cotnts

16 Bagwny By Hanis

17, Shemreker
TLECHLA Lsn-Matics

Laitaric
[exas
Wieret Virpinta
Cmnkario
24 Wiciuinl Vloct Senith €
. Wa h AdlsA; W
Al i R ] Hocky Monnmina
¥ { Arkarsas

iPCALITE

qConsn

e aimpeers [ 1l Brpbes
1, Wlal Ha

. L 1 } L hesapicake

14, L It lngin

—_—




In the safety event, Kelth Willlams and Winston
Deloazior of Chesapeake WEA's Centrifugal Force
perform o roscie. The LA Wrecking Crew from the
Califomia WEA won in Division | and the WEA of
Toxas Aqua Techs won In Diviskon Il in this evernt.
bit mesre relased attitude” The goal this year was
o @0 penalty-free,

Tor get ready lor the competition, the CReWSers
dedicated 3 hali-days per week for six weeks to
practics; and the week befmﬂ}emnqmtl-llun,lhcy
spent half of each day practicing. Burrow said

Even at the awards ceremony, Birmosw said he
was swealing bullets, thinking that the team had
not won, “Lintil they called out those names at the

awards ceremony, we had no idea what was foing
tea dall,” e said.

While their penalty knocked the CReWSers to
fitth place in the safety event, they finished the
day with a linal soore of 446 poins, outpacing thelr
closest competitor by 57 polnts. “Fortunately, we
had dome sa well in the other four events that we
were able to place pretty low in [the sabety event]
and still come out abead,” Birrow sadd.

At the awards ceremany, the secomnd- and third-
place Division | teams were announced — Fluid
Dymnamics and HRSD Bio-Foree, respectively — and
Larry Knight, chair of the Operations Chalbenge
Lommittes was stalling to announce the first-place
winmer, Burrow said,

“We had a bot of teams out in the audience velling
out "Texas’ and CReWSers ' '] tell yvou that was the
ome thing that moved the team the mast” Burrow
said. “The fact that all these other tearms knew & had
mhﬁlmruﬂghwmmgetllmm amjimj.-m:ﬁ.ll!y
rooting for us, it was pretty moving.”

l-1uhj[l3.mmic;mthuﬂmttemnmapmu ACTOSS
the room and congratulate the CReWSers, he said. *|
think there's so much regpect amang all the beams"
Burrow said. “We all ke hiowa hard [t (5 ek gt thene
And how much practce is invotved "

Burrow said the team is excited about defending
s tite in its home state of Texas at WEFTEC.O8 In
Dallas. The entire team will be back to CrHTIpEDe
next year, be said. He added that he's excited that
Texas {5 able to send four tearms to the mational
CrMmpetithon mext vear.

“We're definitely golng to trakn hard or it and give
it o beet slwot.” Burrosw sabd,




s.C.R.A.PPE.R.S. Overcome
Penalties To Win Division Il

Eveen wilniners. gel nervous.

Jim Borton, team eaptaln of the Ohio Water
Ervironment Association £ CRA PRE RS whowon
Division U in the 18th Annial Operation Challenge,
said that joking around between events is the best
way to deal with the stress of the competiticon.

“The only way [ was going bo survive was o crack
pokees with people.” Borton sakd. “| had breakiast, but
after that | coubdn't eat the rest of the day because
I was s0 charged up,” Borton said, "About the only
thiing you conkd di was joke with each other to break
the tension,”

That tension lasted all the way through the

awards ceremony, The team, which inclides Borton, g

Michael Sigg Larry Rouhler, Kevin Givens, and Boh

King. got nervous as other teams won awards for g

individual events,

How did they feel when the s.CRAPPERS.
were announced as the Divigion [l winners?

“We were surprised, shocked, and then it starts
to st in — and it feels pretty good.” Borton said.

“As a team, we were kind of surprised that we
were able o hang on” he said. *We didn’t feel we'd
done as well as we shoukd have in couple of events.”
The team accumulated substantial penalties in the
safety event, e said, but Borton sakd that e theught
the team had done well In process control annd had
the best lime in the collections event all day, The
umkniowms for the s.CRAPPERS. were the Godwin
pump maintenance and laboratory events.

“We knew B we were going Lo win, this is the
time. We had to do it because we did well at the
regional [competition] in New Jersey . [we] felt
that Hwe cleaned up the mistakes we made there,
we had a good shot.”

The s.C.R.APPER.S. trainedd at least of 40 hours

The &.C.R.APPERS. from the Ohlo Water
Environment Association, overall Division Il win-
ners, also took home the first place trophy for the
collections systems ovent. Here Rocky Mountain
Commode Commando Cradg Pritelal propares a
replacement section in the collections event.

for the competition, Borton said.

Sa are they looking forward to competing in
Dvision | next year?

Yes and no, Borton said. “We're looking forward
tey coming back; we always have fun doing 17 he
gald, st “I've sat cown and booked ab our tmes
pompared to the Division | times this year, and we
have 2 lob of work o o

Operations Challenge Attracts
New Teams, Old Friends

Thi Divizon I team Mountain Currents entered
ihe record books as the frst-ever Cperations
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Challenge team [rom the West Virginia Water
Environment Association (WEA). Team member
Carl Curry said he wasn't sure why West Virginia
haacln’t sent teams to the coempetithon in il past, b
b hopes that they continue in the [uture, “This is
great, and it's something | love dolng” e said,

The team, which includes Curry, David Ceray,
Marcus Mercer, Michae] Ferrell, amd team caplain
Mark Whittington, formed specilically to COmgste
at WEFTEC.05 since West Virginis does not have a
state compset] thon,

The team was most conlident in the labsoratory
event, Curry said. He added that the salety event
WAL L most ierveracking lor Mountain Currents
because they dicd not have sceess to the speciic
salety cquipment used n the event,

For the Godwin pump malntenance event,
hewwever, team members worked with their local
Godwin dealer, Rick Reynalds, to practice on the
Godwin Dri-Prime-model CIND0M pasnp wsed in
s ek

While this was the first Operations Challenge
from the WVIWEA team, it was the 182h for Jim Mitler
from the Central States WEA Pumpers. Miller has
participated in every Operations Challenge, as a
Competitor or a coach, sinoe the competition began
In 1388, He said that the great iriendships he's
Iormed keep him coming back.

The eompetition has changed over the years,
sabd. “At the first one, our [CSWEA] team met on the
steps of the Dallas comvention center” Now all of the
competilors, past and present, are great friends and
look forward to PeEmiting each year,

CSWEA has a unique way of chaosing members
for its two teams, the Pumpers and Shovelers., Four
leam membeers are determined by the operations
awards from each state member association —
[Hinois, Minnesota, and Wisconsin — as well as the

CrRCAR EIHTIG

New this year, the Godwin pump maintenance event
was recelved well by the teams, including the first
Eirme competitors Mountain Curremts from the West
Virginia WEA, Brian McDaniel pictured. Virginin
WEA teams took first place in both Division | {Fluid
Drmhjwiltﬂmmmﬂdm}h
the Godwin pump malrenance svent.
collection system award given by CSWEN itself That
means the team members are often spread several
hundred miles apart and may not even know each
othes. This year, for example, the Pumpers met only
three times at the Madizan {Wise) Metropolitan
Sewerage District plant to peactice, Miller sald.
The teams usunlly have one or two refurning
beam members who join a new crew, Miller sald,
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“We've thought of having one super team from
o plant, but wee like giving everyone a chance and
it avolels Iriction among the states,” Miller sakd,

He aglched 1haai his role as coach is a Bitle different.
“I hawe been tobd that Fmocoach until 1 die.” Miller
jekcesl.

Fla. Team Responds to
Real-Life ‘Challenge,’

Forgoes Competition

Whike 39 teams hattbed to ses who woukd take
home the trophbes at the 18th anmual Operstions
Challenge, the FL. Lauderdale Knights were fighting
1o Fesiofe I'JI'iI:Ii:h:IH.‘I!Ll:l wislewaber service 1o thelr
customers in e wake of Herricanes Wilma,

The Division 11 Knights were scheduled to
cormpede in the Challenge, bot the hurrlcane loreed &
change in thedr plans, according to team captaln John
MicGeary, The team inchedes Fr. Lasderdabe’s chiel
operator (Moleary), a distributbon and codlections
chied (Keith Hitchinson), a reghonal operator (Scoll
Hull}, a labomatory supervisor (James Crawdord),
and a utlities mechandic {Cartton Grate). That mix,
which makes the Knkghts a strong teum, also made
them Indispensable to the cily as i recovernesl.

“We didn’t hasve podable water to any customisrs

Both the Division | TRA CReWSers and Division Il
s.C.RAPRERS. [pictured in the foreground) falt
thedr times in the safety event had knocked them
out of the competition, But fantastic performances
In thee other averts led theem to clalm first place wins
i thie everall competition.

CHRCAR [THTKG

In the laboratory event, teams had to complete a
weorksheat in sample preservation and hobding times,
perform a total mesidual chiorine sample analysis,
prepars a standard solution and conduct an acld-
based titration, and determine and report the num-
ber of fecal coliform colonies present on membrans
fiter platos, Sean Grelg of the Divishon | Mew England
WEA Sesconst Sewer Snakes performs o thmation.

for 2 days and we had no powsr” MeGeary said.
In fack, the first day that everything was up and
runming was Mo, 3, he aabd.

“This comgsetitbon k= great fun, but responding
b an emergency ta what is really important,” akd
Juhin Hank, captabn of the Florida Water Ensvinonent
Assockation Orange Crush. Hank said that he was
dizappointed that the Knights weren't able to
attend. After Hurricane Katring, Ovange Cresh beam
memibers ot a few weeks of practics fime because
o their rEsponse elfors in Harrisodn l.:I:IIJI'II:].'. Miss,
Haak aaid.

MeGeary anid that had Wikina been a bew days
warlber, Hhs taam might have been able to attend ancd
COdTpele. “Wa missed the camaraclerie” hesall, “We
hasd practiced really land this year and were really
planning to make a good showing”

The tearm was enengized alter placing In some
events in the Mew Jersey WEA Operations Challenge
lrvitational, Meteary saic. The {eam ook third in
the process condrol event and second in the salety
event, "W were gelting better we were gitting
good? [we thought] this wis ar year,” be saicd,

MoGeary sdded that Be hopes Uhe leam canearmn
a firat oF second place finkh n the Florkda WEA
competition next year o have another 2ot a1 the
national competition at WEFTEC 06 i Dallas:
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