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& the natlon was encouraged 10 20 back towork

after the events of September 117,/ was business
as usual for the Californta Water Environmend
Agsockition's (WEA'S) LA Wrecking Licw. Tlee team
wior heir third Oyperation: Challenge competit Fowm
5 vears at WEFTEC 2001 prekd Chctobier 15 and Bfat
the Georgla World: Congress Cealer in_Atlanta,
Georgia, o ihe event’s elosest inlsh ever, the
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Wrecking Crow narrowly pobed] ot e Virginia
WEA's Hampton Roads Sanitation District [HRELY
RiFarce and the WEA of Texas Trinity. River
Authoriby (TRA) CReWSers. i Inby eight poinls sepse
rated thethres texms

Thirtyaine tearmns from =3 Member Associations
in Morth America competed in the 14% annual com-
petition, Eenarated into two divisgions, the teams
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Duplicity’s Paul Cubilla ileft| and Donnie Cagle regair 2 metoring
jpemp in the debid of the heo-person competitiea.

competed head (o head in fve events: Collection
Systems, Laboratory, Maintenamce, Process Control,
and Safety. The Wrecking Crew placed in the fop
three of all five events.

A consistent perlormance also produced a
Divisiom B tithe for Calibpenia's Munbeipal Chility District
(MUEY) Slimgers, wha linkshed in the top five inesch
event. Their second place plague in the Process

Top Ten Teams Overall

Control event offered tha team no hind of thieir overs
all victory. The MUD Slingers knew rom competing
the previous vear that they didn’l neesd any first
place trophies B0 win, bl beam capdain Carol Weir
nonethedoss described the team as “floored by ftheir]
victory. I'm still shocked.” Among the benefits of
e program Welr enjoys “being able to try a differ-
enl range of skdlls than my subject area.”

Wekr and teammates Brian Bellefewille, David
Freitas, and Patrick Virgin are cmpboyed by the East
By MUD In Oakland, Calliornia. The team |8 coached
by James Rockaleflow, a membeer of the first beam to
win the Operations Challenge in 1988, Their victory
astomatically semds the MUD Shngers to Division |
next year.

Return from Retirement

The Wrecking Crew's Paul Johnson, team cap-
tain Stevve Johmson, and Bill Shuck are employed by
Loss Angedes County’s Sanitation District at the oint
Water Pollistion Contral Plant in Carson, California
Teammate Clarencse Scherich works at the District's
Valencia Water Plant. After Last vear's victory in
gy Analeim, loemer team captain Sheck beft the
team. While remaining trophy coordinator of the
Challenge, Shuck thought competing in the event
wins behing hitm until replacement Scott Partridpe was
injured shortly before the conference. Shuck was
“happy in retirement” and apprehensive aboot the
lack of time to prepare for the event.

LA Wrecking Crew California [ 456,46
| HRSD Bio-Foroe Virginia [ 48T
| TRA CReWSers Texas 448 69

Commode Commandaos Rascky Mountain 404 52

Flush in the Pan Umtario A52.08

Highlanders Cmtario 34530

Sewer Marines | Mew England 103

River Rangers Pacific Morthwest 2B5.80

Sacramento Wastewater Warriors California 281.22

Pump Fiction | Mew England 27677 |
Division 1 = | Member Associations | Points
| MLITY Slingers Califormia 456,79
| Totally Chaotlc MNevada 613

Blue Plaing Specials Chesapeake 427 .54

Crustaceans Mew Englanc 425 (2

Mitrobacters (hiler 417.42 |

Nerk's Clearwater Revival Ciluicy 400,13

HREWTF Wildleards Wirginia 39614
| Sludge Surfers I New York 194.99
| Trawe Grit Arkansas 17537
| Evesham Environmentalists | Mew lersey 37219




Collections Crisis

Buit for a blown gasket In the collections event, the
trophy may very well have gone to Texas. The TRA
CReWSers completed the event in 1:43, but during
installation of the saddle bohn Bennett rolled the gas-
ket ower on itsall, When the repair was presaung

teeston] the gasket failed, lkely washing away their
hepes of & national champlonship,

Deapite their disappointment, Captain John
Bennett described this year's event as “probalhy the
maost lun yet. We're starting to relax,” feeling equal to
the otlyer slite teams. Also, having put a lot of effort
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Divisonl | MemberAsociations = Times Poits |
HRSD Bio-Force Virginia 95 100.00 .
LA Wrecking Crew | California 106,66 94.17

| Flush in the Pan Omtario 120,50 865,64

| Highlanders Ontario 130.13 £1.40

| Cowtown Hustlers Texas | 1T 79.38 [

Division [ ~ | Member Amociations | Times | Poluis |

' Totally Chaotic Nevada 115.79 100,00
Elue Plains Specials | (hesapeake 119.50 .07
Fvesham Environmentalists | New Jersey 156.28 BoET
MUD Slingers California ‘ 157.41 8a.58

| Dcean City Tiderunners Chesapeake 164.75 ___BLTS

Divisionl | Member Assoclations | Times | Polmts

TRA CreWSers | Texas 465,06 100000

HRSD Bio-Force Virginia 504,06 93.78 I
LA Wrecking Crew California 530,00 ! 8810

Cowtown Husthers | Texas 610062 T6.78

| Commode Commandos | _Rocky Mountain | 62108 _|_ TR
Division Il | Member Associations | Times | Points
Totally Chaotic Mevada | 66591 | 100100

Royal Flush Flarida 953 a7.04

Crustaceans Mew England | TaRAT 9538

Sludge Surfers New York 761.99 9345
MUDSlingers | _California | Tz | we |
Laboratory Event

‘Dividonl | MemberAsmociations |  Times |  Polnts

| TRA CreWsers Texas [ 543,35 LW
Commode Commandos Foocley Mountain | 113267 | 541

LA Wrecking Crew | California 1207.13 T9.67
HESD BioForce Virginia 1468 65,98 :
Highlanclers » | Ontario - LT 6501 |
 Division 11 | Member Assoclations | Times | Polnts |
Mitrobacters Ohio 31579 | 0000 |
True Grit Arkansas | 148196 B, 27 |
Crustaceans Mew England 149395 B, 506

| MUD Slingers California 1561.71 B5.59
Evesham Environmentalists | New Jersey epel0 | 8L
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Tomy Mliley of Dhio’s Witrohacters prepares a Normal salution s the
Labayralioey event.

into preparing for it, he was “exceptionally pleased
with [thesr] seconel place Enish in the Process event,”
regarding it a8 “quile an homar.”

Adter five seconcd

place finkshes. the team also took pride in
thelr victory In the ITT-Flygt-sponsared
Maintenance event.

Close Competition

Benmnesil was amony many wlso described
this :,rv.u.r'ﬁ competition as lerce. BioForoe
captain Wesley Warren said, “the whole day
rign well,” but called it nerve wracking, and
Seapect| 5] it will be even tougher next year.”
The absence of a few minor galfes also could
henve resulted ina fop prize for the Bio-Foree,
bast they have aceepted the results and are
booking ahead to next vear.

As close as the findsh was, it woulbd like-
Iy have been closer still had the
Connoissewers been competing. The
Connolssewers, (rom Arkansas’ WEA, had
placed in the top three of Divisbon [ lor the
previows 5 years. Instead, former members

Remnie Horton and Eric Wassell were judges in this
3,rE||.'r':-i Salety Evenl. Wassell fecls thal coanpeting
in the event prepared him very well for judging,

Safety Event

| Division 1
| | LA Wrecking Crew
Flesh in the Pan
Highlanders
HRSD Bio-Force

TRACRaW jers
Blue Plolns Speclals
Totally Chaotic

Royal Flish
MLUD Slingers

Process Control

Merk's Clearwater Revival

California
Ontarko

Cinbario
Virginka

|-|3'.'|:E.‘I.

Chesapeake
Cihaier
MNevada
Flarida
California

Times. Points |
A57.00 100,060 [
G 85 §7.95 '
43,59 e L | | |
409,93 B, S8
A 8125
Times Points |
437.16 L0000
514.15 LR
53434 93 54
55853 91,93
58218 9035

| Division I Member Associations Times Parints
HRSD Bio-Foroe Virginia 1830, 66 (L E]
TRA CreWSers Texas 1594 52 47.23
LA Wrecking Crew California 1963, 55 9443
Sewer Marines MNew Englanel M23.25 92 24
Commode Commandos Rerky Mountaln 2062, 75 9109

| Division 11 Member Associations Times _Polnls |
HHWTF Wildeards Virginia 182651 JEENL) ]
ML Slingers Californla 188735 Q860
True Grit Arkansas 2000040 9599
SWAT Team Michkan 2 ofLE2
HMitrobacters ﬂl'!h:- N | EH@E-.I_II'IZI 8849 _ |
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Penmsytvamia's Frecidon Exprivia complete repair of aa in-serdce section of PYC pipe i

e Collections event.

and “enjoved all the camaraderie without all the
pressure,” Fayetteville's Troe Grit replaced the
Connolssewers as Arkansas’ representative. Their
distinguished detaut in Division 0 included a second
place finish in the Laboratory event and a third
place finlsh in the Process Control event. Team
Captain Bruce Richart described participating as "a
great experience,” and “would recommend It to
anyone, The value Tor the time spent training ks
returned many fold.”

Richart attributes their pedormance in part to
competing in the Rocky Mountain Invitational short-
Iy bsefore WEFTEC. This regional’ competition began
in 198 in Arkansas as an opportunity for teams In
thi= southern United States to prepane for the nation-
al event. The Rocky Mountain WEA and the

Litkketon/Englewond YWastewater
Treatment Plant hoated this
year's event in September in
Englewood, Colorado. 1t was
attersded by teams from Arkaneas,
California, Colorada, Mizsowrd,
MNevaa, Cihilo, Texas, and Virginia.
The regional was to include e
debut of the two-man competi-
tion, but September’s events pre-
vented the teams from traveling.
Thee commpetition was created fo
encourage - participation by
employees of smaller facilities,
and 1= limited 1o teams from
plants of lesa than 10 megd (38 750
el sl [esweer Uan 20 employ-
ees. The teams were, however, able to travel to
WEFTEC and were then incluced in tle day's com-
petition. Operations Challenge 1 was won by the
City of Franklin, Virginia's Duplicity. Duplicity's
Donnie Cagle, a member of four person champions
from nesur by Hampton Roads (n 1996 and 15958, aaid,
“It wias &n exeiling opportunity to plonser 4 new
event,” Depending on the response (o Operations
Cheallerige 0, B ey be beatured ag WEFTEC 2000 in Los
Angedes, The City of Henderson and the Nevada
WEA nfenc bo 1s0st a preparabory event in Septemler
of 2002,

Stepe Marrison s a project manager and the
Operations Clallisage coordinalor for the Water

The trophies for each event were contributed by the following individuals:

Colbections ITT-Fygt Malntemancs Event Safety
Jiohin Haert Johin Hart Lasa Kl
CHfll . A e City of Fort Worth, Tesas
Bl defomd. Maine Bl delond, Malne
Labsneatory Process Control
Ty Wil il Shack
CHy of Greeley, Cols. LA Coamdy Sanltation Disiricls
Carson, Call,
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