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A Wrecking Crew's home team ad
wins them anotiter sweet succ

Steve Harrison

[ ] ome fleld advantage is huge,” savs Ld
I-I Wrecking Crew |California Water Environ
ent Associa-tion (WEA)] captakn Bill Shaeck S he
ould know. Shuck and teammates Gis Caro, Paul
hngon, and Steve lohnson |a||::|-r-:-|l their fifth

et Lramiienoe thitle at WEFTEL 2N, hehe Ot
17 b Anaheim, Calld. All are emplowed by neigh-

oring Log Angeles Louniy & sanitation District af the
iint Water Pollution Controd Plant in Carson, Calld
enEliis to competing on their bome tr inclede

Hleepdieg in your o bed, no stress of fravel, and

iE iR

% easier 1o peake last minote adjustments.” he con-

finies, While mecad teams had been away from home

ir thres days by the start of the competition and The 2-day event “ran very smoothly,” says Robert

ere 54l kryving bo recover [rom travel stress and time Ruthserford, Chair of the Dperations Challenge
hanges, the LA Wrecking Crew were practicing (n Commithee. “The event coondimators and jisdpes wor
seir ooam Lacility the night before the event preat and te teams had a lok of fun.”
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Thirty-seven teams from 23 member associaibons
In Morth America competed in the 13% annesl eom-
petition. Separated into two divisions, the teams
compeled head 1o head in five events: Collection
Systerns, Laboratory, Malntenance, Process Control,
ane Safety. The LA Wrecking Crew finished first in
Maintepance and Salety and second in Process
Control and Collection Systems, missing first place
iy the after event by less than a second, No strangers
i success, the LA Wrecking Crew were national
champbons from 1993 to 1995 and in 1957,

Career Building Compelition

Shuck values all of the team's past victorbes, but
this one, his last, may have been the most rewarding.
He wars recently promoted to chiel operator and will
be leaving the team. Like many competitors, Shack

cites participating In the Challenge as contribating
to his development az an operator. “1 went Irom a

oy ..' 5 = '.i'
LA Wrecking Crew”
TRA CReWSers"
Connolssewers
Highlanders’
HESD Bio-Foroe”
Commode Commandos™ (defending champlons)
Vermont Sewer Marines'
Harrishurg Precision Express”
Bad Conducks’
Recky Mountain Prime Pumpers’

~ Diviston 2°
Comwtivan Hustlers
Rlver Rangers
ump Flction”
Flush In the Pan®
Orlando Wizards
MLUID Slingers
Blue Plalns Specials”
Wastewater Conmection

Barwery Bay Bow] Busters”
Liguidators’

Emvironment Association) attend to their “man dewn™
turing a simmlated chemical spill, placing third in Division
1 of the Safety avent.

Class | to a Class Hl Operator by virtue ol preparing
Tow this event,” e says, “Taking the certilication test

Cafifornia H80.23
Texas 440,92
Arkansas A84.50
Ontario an4.13
Viginia A51.68
Rockoy Mountain 340,56
New England 308,20
Pennaylvania HMLB6
Pacific Northwest 258.41
Rocky Mountain 248.18
Member Assoclation Total Points
Texas 45807
Pacific Northwest 45561
Mew Englanc 44406 :
Omtario 43016
Flirida 472 14
Californla A16.50
Chesapeaks 413.33
Chko 100,50
Mew York 404,22
South Carolina ams.2




casy compared to the Process Control examing- secetved a lotter from Texas' Trinity River Authority
70" Shuek intends Lo remain involved in the com-  (TRA) congratulating them on their “outstanding |
stition as & judge, and he has been the event'stro- performance at the competition in Anaheim this
by coordinator kor a number of years. year ., The Trinity River Authority's Operations
The event also engenders camarsderie among Challenge program has been pattermed to follow the
perators throughout North America. Inadditionto  example of success that thee LA Wrecking Crew has
q armful of trophies, the LA Wrecking Crew achieved.”

I¥ivision 1

Commaode Commandos"
LA Wrecking Crew®
Connoissewers”
Vermont Sewer Marines®
Brad Conducks®

Division 2

Orlamdo Wizards

Pump Flction®

LOTT Alance

Cowtonan Hustlers
Bowery Bay Bowl Busters

* imdlicaiies netsrming feam

op 5 Teams — Process Control Event

Member Assoclation Time:

Rocky Mountain 10887

California 1254003 a7.70
Arkansas 1350,63 HEBS
Mew England 1497 66 T5.46
Pacille Morthwest 153631 Ti52
Member Association Time Folnts
Farida 286,84 L0
MNeaw England 147394 9503
Pacific Norihwest 147547 94,59
Texas L4853 i 8BS
Mew York 1786.29 B6.T

TRA CReWSers
HRSD Bio-Foroe
Conneissewers’
LA Wrecking Crew’
Rocky Mountain
Prime Pumpers’

Division 2

Wastewater Connection
River Rangers

Cowtowmn Hustlers
Orlando Wizards

Merk's Clearwater Revival
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Top 5 Teams — Laboratory Event

DHvision 1
LA Wrecking Crew”
Harrisburg Precision Express’
Vermont Sewer Marines®
TRA CReWhers
Highlanders®

DHvision 2

Elue Plalns Speclals”
Liquidators’

River Rangers

Pump Ficticn®

Flush in the Pan’

sdfbenies relurmilig feun

Meniber Association Time Poinis |
Texas 10111 100, 0)
Wirginia 103853 97.97
Arkansas 106226 0619
California 110537 a2av
Rocky Mountaln 1154.56 930
Member Association Thme: Polunts
il 114651 100K
Pacific Nortlwest [ 14244 00,04
Teoas 1HI8.08 742
Florida 15046,92 24 83
Cihbo 1545.18 B
=i
California 45131 1 (WD
Pennsytvania 521,91 9134
Mew England S0, 20 o332
Texas REL AN 2374
Ontarko S46.8] A3.38
Member Association Time Paints
Chesagseake 53729 L0KCHD
Sauth Carodina B5%.40 oa 16
Pacilic Morthwest 508,22 S84 |
Mew England H26.50 L)
Cintario el 60 443
s |
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Uging the LA Wrecking Crew as an
example for training seems ta be working.
THA's CReWSers (WEA of Texas) first com-
peted in 1996, placing 14" in Division 11,
They subsequently placed fourth In
Divigion [l (1997}, second in Divislon [l
(1998), third in Divigion | (19997, and, this
year, second in Division [ Asked if he real-
izes that there s just one place left to go,
team captain John Bennett says, “Waell,
we're shooting for three, twoe, one®
Bennett, a chied maintenance mechankc at
the TRA's Central Regional Wastewater
SJ.FE-IZE'I'H I:Da.llns-. Texas}, enjoys the come
petition and “all the really good peaple
Involved with it.” Bennett alao credits the
event with “developing the skills that [t

takes o run a wastewater treatment plant,”

Three of the team members now hold Class A
licenses, and the team incorporates many ele-
ments of their practice regimen into training with

ather employees of the plant,

Division Il Dynamos
The TRA CReWSers' cross-town rivals, the
LCowtown Hustlers from the Village Creek

Top 5 Teams

Diivdsbiom |

LA Wirecking Cresw”

TRA CReWSers”

Harrisburg Precision Express’
Highlanders’

Bad Concducks’

Divislon 2
Flush in the Pan®
Liguidators’
| Cowtown Hustlers
Blue Plalns Speciaks’
| Fiver Rangers

" Inslbnira returmdng beam

TRA CReWSers'

LA Wrecking Crew’
Highlanders’
ConnotEsewers’
Commode Commandos”
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Fecundites
Cowlown Hustlers
Purng Fiction”
Ineriia®

Flush in the Pan®

“indicates returning teami

op 5 Teams — Collection Systems Event
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Clairmers (Florida Water Emvdronsnent
Association] adepthy mpair an in-service collections. pipe during the
Collactions eveil.

Wastewater Treatment Plant (Fort Worth, Texas),
linkshed first [n Diviskon 1. The Hustlers Last com-
peted in 1996, but team captain Gary LaGassey is

the only remaining member of the original squad,
He noticed that “[the Challenge has] gotten very,
very competitive. The skill levels are a lat higher,”

- Maintenance Event
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Time

476.71
51647
23528
S48
B10.497

Time
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35940
il 54
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1000
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Leading three rookies into the competition
required LaGassey to call upon his experience.
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"This was the first time that | wasn't a bundle o
nerves,” he says, According to LaGassey, partici-
pating in a regional competition held four weeks
betore Operaions Challenage “changed it all” for the
Hustlers, With very strong Devision | teams come-
peting, the Cowtown Hustlers realized they “could
rin with the big dogs, We found it very beneficial,
It was a hig confldence factor,” says LaGassey.
He aleo iz grateful for the assistance they recelved
from THA's CHeWSers

Getting Ready at the Regional

The regional competition, which has been held
annually gince 1998, 12 an opportunity lor teams
in the southern United States to prepare for the
national evenl. Hosted by Texas' TRA this
September, teams (rom Arkansas, California,
Colorado, Kentucky, and Missour traveled to

PACAE B BERICIATTE

Steve Johnson Hltnd?nlhhmﬂﬂudﬁeu
Wireching Crew (Califcemla Waker Emironment
Association], the Dperations Challengs 2000 charmgpions,
complets laboratory procedures, placing fourth in tee
Laboratory eveist in Divislon |,

Texas to compete. The Water Environment
Federation’s Operations Challenge Committes
{(‘lhair, Robert Rutherford of the Hampton Boads
Sanitation Metrict Newport Mews, Va). thinks it
i no colncldence that the top three teams in
Division | and the Division [ winner partbcipated
i the regional contest, LA Wrecking Crew’s Shuck

described participating in the regional as “invalu-
able. 1t allows you to identify components of the
events that yvou need to fine tune.”

ORCEN § ATRRIIATER

Gury Morigechi Hlﬂ}pdﬂhrd Elger of the KOA
Mitrifiers. (Haswaii Water Envirorenent Association) break
diwm and rebuild o Zin. (T6-mm] Gorman-Rupp el
priftiing centrifugal pamp during the Maintenance event.

The Rocky Mountain WEA's Commode
Commandos, winners of the 1993 Cperanions
Challenge, Intend to host a regional event mext
year. When asked about the difficulty of repeating
as national champions at this year's Challenge,
team member Stacey Walker says, “We didn’t think
it would play on our minds,” and she attritates
soae this vear's missteps to “nerves,”

Without a Hitch

After the Z-day event, Rutherford says that this
vear's Challenge “ran very smoothly. There were
very lew complaints. The event coordinators ancd
juclges were great and the teams had a lot of fun.
And tomorrow mornbeg, we start planming nesxt
year's Challenge.”

Many teamns also are keeping next year in mind.
“We haven't stopped,” says LaGassey, "We're still
practicing.”

Stepe Harrson {s o project mamager in M
Techrical Publications department of the Waler
Enwviranment Fedemiion CAlexandria Va, )
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