Vol. 15, No. 12

i
December 1998

Team HRSD G-Forde Shows 'Em What
They Got at Operations Challenge lLigiole
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Renegades.

It’s not that the Renegades were liv-

ing up to their name and mtentlonally

setting themselves : apart — team mem-

bers juSt ‘had more'“pressingmatters

A wmmng hand: Royal Flush of the Water -

' Envnronment Assoclatmn of Ontario

Oscar & Assocnates

advance to Division 1 next. year. Left to
. right: Challenge Commlttee V'ce Chalr
lohn Hart Geordie Gauld, Gary Burrows, .
Barry Orr, and Michael Wemyss. -
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than being rated for their speed and
skill in process control, laboratory,
safety, maintenance, and collection sys-
tems events. Hurricane Georges, which
hit the Mississippi coast on Sunday,
September 27, also knocked the Divi-
sion 2 team out of the competition.

“We had some sad people,” says
Danny Garrett, team captain and lead
operator at the Harrison County treat-
- ment plants. “But we couldn’t justify
going and leaving a disaster.”

The hurricane’s eye wall directly hit
one of the plants, tearing apart the
coastal area with wind speeds up to

178 mith (286 km/h). One plant was
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Oscar & Associates

Division 1 winners Team HRSD G-Force of the Virginia Water Environment Association
spring forth in the safety event.
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flooded 3 ft{1 m) deep with water.
Trees and light poles were toppled at
others. ,

“We worked really hard,” Garrett
says of the team’s practices. “This
would have been the fifth year that the
Renegades. participated in Operations
Challenge.”

Besides practicing on its own, the
team — with members Ronnie McEIl-
wain, Gerry Williams, Michael Harda-
man, and coach Teddy W. Carroll —
competed at a day-long regional Oper-
ations Challenge in Little Rock, Ark.,
that also boosted the performance of
other participating teams (see sidebar,
“Teams Warm up at First Regional
Competition™). ‘With their confidence
buoyed by strong standings at the Lit-
tle Rock competition and - focused
practice sessions, teamn members were
optimistic that this would be their
breakthrough year.

“We thought we’d be competing in
Division 1 in New . Orleans [at next
year’s WEFTEC),” Garrett says. But
although they’re down, they’re not
out. The Renegades plans to regroup
soon to prepare for the state competi-
tion in May with renewed intentions of
making it to WEFTEC’99.

While the Renegades were pulling
trees off pumps and removing fallen
branches, the 1996 champs, Team
HRSD G-Force of the Virginia Water
Environment Association (WEA), gave

Cathy Vidito

The Bad Conducks of the Pacific Northwest Pollution Control Association remain calm
in spite of a troublesome flexible coupling in the collection systems event.

Oscar & Assoc tes.

A crowd of WEFTEC attendees find themselves unable to tear away from the safety event.
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everyone deja vu when it topped Divi-
sion 1 at the Challenge. Royal Flush of
the WEA of Ontario, Canada, grabbed
first place in Division 2 by mere frac-
tions of a point.

Teams know that time is crucial.
With each passing year, participating
teams are increasingly competitive, ex- -
haustively studying ways to improve
_their performances whichever way
possible. Susan Steadman of New Eng-
land’s MASS Balance says her team
goes through each event “over and
over” in their minds. The team also
views videotapes of practices and pre-
vious challenges, critiquing each
other’s actions.

MASS Balance team members also
made sure that they got to the Chal-
lenge arena early and rested from a
good night’s sleep. While other confer-
ence attendees enjoyed an exclusive
WEFTEC night at Universal Studios,
most Operations Challenge team
members were in bed.

The Texas WEA TRA CRWSers,
who placed second overall in Division
2, said they tried to simulate national
Challenge events as much as possible,
down to acquiring equipment by the
same suppliers and manufacturers.

“We see that you have to nurture
support from manufacturers to spon-
sor you,” says team member John Ben-
nett. “This is our third year, and we’ve
_ started developing contacts.”

The 24-Hour Composites, a new
team from California, had a different
tactic. “We practiced on harder, thicker
pipe, using the dullest knives [for the
collection systems event],” says team
member Norm Domingo half seri-
ously. Although teams without spon-
sors are at a disadvantage, by the end
of the day, Domingo says he realized
the team needs something more than  MASS Balance of the New England Water Environment Association gets analytical in
new equipment: “I’s the p-word —  the laboratory event. :
practice!”

Cathy Vidito
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TRA CRWSers
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